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1. Introduction

1.1. General 

This report presents the findings of a Phase 1 Preliminary Site Investigation (Phase 1 PSI) carried out 
by Coffey Environments Pty Ltd (Coffey) for the proposed redevelopment at 1-7 Station Street West, 
Parramatta NSW (the ‘site’).  

The site location is shown in Figure 1. 

The assessment was commissioned by and undertaken in general accordance with Coffey’s fee 
proposal dated 24 September 2015 (Ref: GEOTLCOV25524AA).  

A geotechnical desk study is currently being carried out by Coffey Geotechnics and will be reported 
separately. It is understood that the Phase 1 PSI and geotechnical desk study is required to support 
the Development Application (DA) and detailed design stages of the project. 

1.2. Project background 

The site is comprised of Lot 34 DP976, Lot 33 DP976, Lot A DP340959 and Lot 31 DP976 and has an 
approximate area of 1840m2. Currently, the site is occupied by a number of residential buildings and 
associated sheds and garages. Coffey understands the proposed development will comprise a mixed 
use tower block with up to seven levels of basement car parking. Design of the proposed development 
is yet to be finalised. 

In accordance with State Environmental Planning Policy 55 (SEPP 55) – Remediation of Land, an 
assessment of the potential for contamination at the site is required to assess whether the site is 
considered suitable, or may be made suitable, for the proposed land use. 

1.3. Objective 

The objective of the Phase 1 PSI is to assess: 

a. the potential for contamination of the site resulting from its current and historic land uses; and

b. the suitability of the site for the proposed redevelopment, from a contamination perspective, in
accordance with SEPP 55 and relevant NSW EPA guidelines for assessment of contaminated
land.

1.4. Scope of work 

The scope of works undertaken for this assessment included the following: 

• Review of local topography, geology, acid sulfate soil, and hydrogeology maps;

• Desktop review of available information providing historical site uses,  including:

� Current and historical aerial photographs;

� Historical land title ownership records;

� Local Council Section 149 planning certificate;

� Stored chemical information database held by WorkCover NSW.

• Review of contaminated land records and environmental protection license information held in on-
line databases maintained by the NSW Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) ;
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• A search of groundwater bore licenses on neighbouring land, held in the public register by the 
NSW Office of Water; 

• Site walkover to observe the current site condition, current site uses, local environmental context, 
surrounding land uses, potential contamination sources and visible evidence of potential 
contamination; and 

• Preparation of this Phase 1 Contamination Assessment report in general accordance with 
Contaminated Sites: Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on Contaminated Sites (NSW OEH, 
2011) and Schedule B2 of the National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site 
Contamination Measure 1999 (NEPC, 2013).   

2. Site identification  
Site identification details are summarised in Table 2.1. The location and site layout is shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, respectively.   

Table 2.1:  Site Identification 

Site Address: 1-7 Station Street West. Parramatta, NSW 

Site Area: Approximately 0.18 ha 

Site Identification: Lot 34 in Deposited Plan 976, (1 Station Street West); 

Lot 33 in Deposited Plan 976, (3 Station Street West); 

Lot A in Deposited Plan 340959 (5 Station Street West);  

and Lot 31 in Deposited Plan 976 (7 Station Street West). 

Current Zoning: B4 Mixed Use (Parramatta City Centre Local Environmental Plan 2007) 

Current Land Use: Residential 

3. Site description 
A site walkover survey was undertaken by an experienced Coffey environmental scientist on 29 
September 2015. The key observations made during the walkover survey are summarised below.  
Key site features are annotated within Figure 2.  A selection of photographs taken during the site 
walkover is presented in Appendix A.  

3.1. Site features  

The site comprises four lots, each of which accommodated a single residential and/or mixed 
(commercial) use building.  

The site is bounded by Station Street West to the east and Raymond Street to the south. To the west 
of the site was a small unnamed laneway (Photograph 10) and to the north is a residential apartment 
block. The site is surrounded by residential land uses (Photograph 8), however to the east of the site 
beyond Station St West is the Sydney Trains railway corridor and Harris Park Station further to the 
north (Photograph 9).  
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The topography of the site was observed to slope gradually away from the site in all directions, as the 
site is situated on a ridgeline.  As a result, it is unlikely that significant fill has been imported to the 
site. 

1 Station Street 

The lot is occupied by a double story brick building. The eaves of the building appear to be comprised 
of compressed fibre cement, presumed to contain asbestos. The sign on the side and front of the 
building is titled “Stephen Edwards Construction” (Photograph 1). To the rear of the property is a large 
concrete/asphalt covered car park. No staining was observed on the concrete. The lot appears to 
have been used as a mix use residential and office space. To the rear of the building was an attached 
outhouse (Photograph 12), which appeared to be constructed of Asbestos Containing Materials 
(ACM). There were no observed basements or pits within the building or the lot. The interior of the 
property contained bedrooms, office rooms, kitchens and bathrooms. The lot was completely sealed 
with concrete/asphalt pavement, except along the southern strip of the property where grass occurred 
along the length of the property, and the front yard of the lot which was grass covered.  

3 Station Street 

The lot is occupied by a single story brick building. The eaves of the building are presumed to be 
comprised of ACM. To the rear of the property is a large concrete/asphalt covered car park. No 
staining was observed on the concrete. The lot appears to have been used as a residential dwelling. 
To the rear of the building was an attached brick outhouse. There were no observed basements or 
pits within the building or the lot. The interior of the property contained bedrooms, office rooms, 
kitchens and bathrooms (Photograph 13). The lot was completely sealed with concrete/asphalt 
pavement or pavers, except for the front yard of the lot which was grass covered.  

5 Station Street 

The lot is occupied by a single story brick building. The eaves of the building are presumed asbestos. 
To the rear of the property is a large concrete/asphalt covered car park (Photograph 11). No staining 
was observed on the concrete. The lot appears to have been used as a residential dwelling. To the 
rear of the building was an attached outhouse (Photograph 11), which appeared to be comprised of 
ACM. There were no observed basements or pits within the building or the lot. The interior of the 
property contained bedrooms, office rooms, kitchens and bathrooms. Various fragments of presumed 
asbestos fibre-cement were observed on top of the soil strip at the northern side of the lot, which were 
in the vicinity of the presumed asbestos outhouse, however fragments were also observed further 
east of the soil strip (Photograph 7). The remainder of the site was completely sealed with 
concrete/pavers (Photograph 5), except for the front yard which was grass covered (Photograph 4).  

7 Station Street 

The lot is occupied by a single story brick building. The sign on the front of the building is titled “Greek 
Welfare Centre” (Photograph 2). To the rear of the property is a large concrete/asphalt covered car 
park. No staining was observed on the concrete. The lot appears to have been used as a mixed use 
residential dwelling and welfare shelter. Unlike the other properties, there was no attached outhouse 
on this property; however there was a large metal awning to the rear.  There were no observed 
basements or pits within the lot. No access was obtained to the interior of the property as it was still 
occupied, however when viewed from the outside, the interior presumably contained bedrooms, office 
rooms, kitchens and bathrooms. The site was completely sealed with concrete/asphalt pavement, 
except for the northern side soil strip and the front yard which was grass covered. A very thin strip of 
soil/grass ran along the southern side of the property, however the area was too small and access 
could not be obtained.  

Anecdotal evidence from site owners was limited as only one of the home owners was present at the 
time of the walkover. The tenant of number 7 Station St West (Greek Welfare Centre) indicated that 
the property had historically (and currently) been used as a mixed use/residential for a welfare shelter. 
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No observed potentially contaminating activities were occurring on any of the properties comprising 
the site, or immediately surrounding properties at the time of the walkover survey. The vegetation at 
the site appeared healthy. Generally, the paint on the properties appeared to be in moderate 
condition, with flaking evident in places (Photograph 3). No evidence of underground or above-ground 
storage tanks used for the storage of fuel or chemicals was noted during the site walkover (i.e. fill /dip 
points/ vents etc.). 

3.2. Surrounding land use  

Table 3.2 provides a summary of the land uses surrounding the site.  

Table 3.2: Surrounding Land Uses 

Direction Land Uses 

North Residential dwellings and apartments 

East Station Street West and Sydney Trains railway lines 

South Raymond Street and residential dwellings 

West Lane way and residential dwellings and apartments  

3.3. Topography and drainage 

SIX Maps (https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au/) indicates that the site lies at an elevation of approximately 15 
m Australian Height Datum (AHD).  

The site itself is situated on a ridge line, with gradual sloping down in all directions away from the site. 
It is expected that surface water runoff generated on-site would flow away from the site in all 
directions to the local stormwater systems via drains along Raymond Street, Station Street West, and 
the small laneway to the west of the site. 

3.4. Hydrology 

No creeks or rivers surround or dissect the site. However, a small creek named Clay Cliff Creek is 
located approximately 600m to the northeast of the site. The nearest major water body is the  
Parramatta River located approximately 1km to the north of the site. 

3.5. Regional geology and soils 

The 1:100,000 Sydney Geological Sheet indicates the site is underlain by Triassic-aged Ashfield 
Shale formation which comprises black to dark grey shale and laminite.   

Beneath this lies the Triassic-aged Hawkesbury Sandstone Formation, consisting of medium to 
coarse grained coarse sandstone, with very minor shale and limonite lenses. Underneath this 
formation lies the Narrabeen group, comprising sandstone, siltstone, claystone, shale and tuffaceous 
claystone, as well as Permian-aged Illawarra Coal Measures comprising shale, sandstone, 
conglomerate, tuff, chert, coal and torbanite seams (1:100 000 Sydney Geological Map 9130). 
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3.6. Acid Sulfate Soil  

Review of the Land and Water Conservation map available for the Prospect-Parramatta district area 
(Map No. 9130N3) indicate that there are no known occurrences of acid sulphate soil materials in or 
around the site. Therefore, land management activities will not likely be affected by materials with acid 
sulphate soil characteristics.  

3.7. Regional hydrogeology  

A search of groundwater bore licences undertaken on 25 September 2015 using the NSW Office of 
Water continuous water monitoring network (http://allwaterdata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm) indicated 
that there are five registered groundwater bores within a 500 m radius of the site. The groundwater 
bores are registered for monitoring purposes. 

Given the site is situated on a ridgeline, It is anticipated that shallow groundwater is likely to flow will 
flow away from the site in all directions.  Regional groundwater is likely to flow generally to the north, 
toward the Parramatta River.  

4. Site history  

4.1. Aerial photographs  

Selected historical aerial photographs of the site were obtained from the NSW Land and Property 
Information, SIX maps and Google Earth for review and are summarised in Table 4.1.  

Table 4.1:  Summary of Aerial Photographs 

Year  Site Description Surrounding Area Description 

1928 Although the image resolution is low, it appears 
the site is occupied by three small buildings, 
possibly residential. 

Although the image is grainy, the site appears to 
be surrounded by residential buildings to the 
south and west. To the east lies the railway and 
to the north the area appears to be in 
development. 

1943 
(six 
maps)  

The site is occupied by what appears to be four 
residential buildings. There are grassed areas in 
the backyards. There appears to be hard cover in 
the front area of the dwellings. 

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.  The houses to the north of the site 
have been developed. 

1951 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

1961 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

1970 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.    

1978 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   
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Year  Site Description Surrounding Area Description 

1986 Awnings appear to have been attached to the front 
of the top three dwellings 

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

1998 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

2002 No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

No major changes are observed since the last 
photograph.   

 
Present 
(Google 
Earth) 

No significant changes are noted since the 
previous photograph. 

There appears to be some minor track works 
being conducted on the railway to the east of the 
site. 

A selection of aerial photographs is provided in Appendix B. 

4.2. Land Title Search 

A search of the NSW Land and Property Information land titles for the site was conducted by 
Advanced Legal Searchers Pty Ltd. The search details the current and historical owners of the site, 
which provide indication of land use at the time of ownership. Please refer to Appendix D for Land Tile 
Search details. 

The search was conducted on Lot 33 Section 1 of Deposited Plan 976 & Lot B of Deposited Plan 
340959.  It is assumed that this title search relates to 5 and 7 Station Street West, Parramatta.   

A summary of the historical titles for the site is provided in Table 4.2 below: 

Table 4.2:  Summary of historical titles 

Year  Proprietor 

2015 - present Greenrock Property Pty Ltd 

2014 - 2015 Avoca 143 Pty Ltd 

2004 - 2014 Stephen Edwards Construction Pty Ltd 

2000 – 2004 Private residential owners 

1985 - 2000 The Caravan Camping & Touring Industry & Manufactured Housing Industry Association of 
NSW Ltd 

1977 - 1985 R.D.U Pty Ltd 

1884-1977  Various private residential owners 

The above land title information confirms historical land uses on the site as mixed residential and 
commercial.  
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4.3. Contaminated land public register  

The NSW EPA Contaminated Land register 
(http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prclmapp/searchregister.aspx) was accessed on 25 September 2015.  
The register is a searchable database of: 

• Orders made under Part 3 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 (CLM Act); 

• Approved voluntary management proposals under the CLM Act that have not been fully carried 
out and where the approval of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has not been revoked; 

• Site audit statements provided to the EPA under section 53B of the CLM Act that relate to 
significantly contaminated land; 

• Where practicable, copies of anything formerly required to be part of the public record 

• Actions taken by EPA under section 35 or 36 of the Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act 
1985 (EHC Act); 

The register indicated that there are currently no records relating to any of the above matters issued 
for the site, or the properties immediately surrounding the site. 

4.4. Dangerous Goods  

Since the site has historically been used for residential/mixed use purposes, and no evidence of 
underground or above ground storage tanks used for the storage of fuel or chemicals were noted 
during the site walkover.  Following from this, a search of the Chemical Information Database (SCID) 
and microfiche records held by NSW WorkCover Authority was not considered to be necessary for the 
assessment of this site.  

4.5. Section 149 Certificate 

The Section 149 Planning Certificate records various matters for the land as required under Section 
149 (2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

The certificate confirms that the current zoning for the site is B4 Mixed Use, as defined by the 
Parramatta City Centre Local Environment Plan 2007 (as amended).  

With regard to matters prescribed by Section 59 (2) of the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 
(CLM Act), the certificate records that: 

a. The site is not declared to be significantly contaminated land, as defined by the CLM Act; 

b. The site is not subject to a management order, within the meaning of the CLM act; 

c. The site is not the subject of an approved voluntary management proposal, within the meaning of 
the CLM Act; 

d. The site is not the subject of an ongoing maintenance order, within the meaning of the CLM Act; 
and 

e. Council has not identified that a site audit statement, within the meaning of the CLM Act has been 
received with respect of the site. 

A copy of the Section 149 certificate is provided in Appendix C. 

4.6. Integrity assessment of historical data 

The following sources of historical data were relied upon for this assessment: 
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• NSW EPA; 

• NSW Land & Property Information; 

• NSW Department of Primary Industries – Office of Water; 

• Historical aerial photographs provided by City of Sydney Council , SIX Maps and Google Earth;  

• Information provided in a Section 149 Certificate prepared by Parramatta City Council; and 

• Observations made during the site walkover.  

The observations made during the site walkover were generally consistent with the documented 
records provided by third parties.  

Coffey considers the historical data assessed was generally adequate, reliable and suitable with 
regard to the assessment objectives.   
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5. Preliminary contamination assessment 
Based on the site history review and the site walkover, several potential Areas of Environmental 
Concern (AECs) and associated Chemicals of Potential Concern (COPC) have been identified and 
are summarised in Table 5.1.  

 

Table 5.1: Areas of Environmental Concern and Contam inants of Potential Concern 

Potential Contaminating 
Activity / AEC  

COPC 
Likelihood 
of Impact 

Comments 

Potential contamination in 
fill, previously imported to 
the site 

TPH 

BTEX 

PAH 

Heavy metals 

PCB 

OCP/OPP 

Asbestos 

Low The source and quality of fill material present on site 
is unknown. Access to soil was limited during the site 
walkover as the majority of the site was sealed. When 
considering topography and history of the site, the 
quantity of fill previously potentially imported to the 
site is likely to be minimal. 

Soil contamination arising 
from weathering of 
building structures 

Asbestos 

Lead 

Medium  Asbestos was observed on several building structures 
including eaves and outhouse sheds during the 
walkover. Several asbestos fragments were observed 
on the northern soil strip of 5 Station Street West, 
indicating that contamination from weathering of 
building structures is likely. Paint was also observed 
to be in poor condition and flaking in some locations.  
Contamination impact to surface soils is likely where 
soils are exposed near to building lines. 

Pesticide use around 
buildings 

OCP/ OPP 

Arsenic  

Medium Most of the site surface is sealed with concrete 
pavements.  However, given the age of the structures, 
pesticides may have been used in the past, 
particularly for protection against termite attack. 

Modern pesticide chemicals (including Dieldrin, 
heptachlor and DDT) are generally not persistent in 
the environment.  Their predicted persistence in the 
environment is 5 to 15 years (NSW EPA, 1995) 

Notes: 

TRH: total recoverable hydrocarbon 

BTEX: benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene  

PAH: polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon 

OCP: organochlorine pesticides  

OPP: organophosphorous pesticides  

PCB: polychlorinated biphenyls  

Heavy metals: arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, nickel, zinc. 

 

Due to the relatively simple AECs and COPCs, a Conceptual Site Model (CSM) is not considered necessary. 
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6. Conclusion and recommendations 
Based on our review of the site, the following potential Areas of Environmental Concern were 
identified:  

• Potential contamination in fill previously imported to the site; 

• Soil contamination arising from weathering of building structures; 

• Pesticide use. 

Recommendations relating to the above AECs are discussed as follows: 

Fill material of unknown quality and origin 

Fill of unknown origin and quality may have been brought to the site to level the site or as a base 
course for pavements.   However, there is considered to be a low potential for significant fill to be 
located on the site, due to topography, and if present is likely to be near surface.  As the proposed 
development of the site will involve excavation and disturbance of the underlying fill material, it is 
recommended that potentially contaminated fill should be classified in accordance with the NSW EPA 
(2014) ‘Waste Classification Guidelines, Part 1: Classifying Waste’, to facilitate landfill disposal of 
materials. 

Natural materials underlying the fill may be classified as Virgin Excavated Natural Materials (VENM), 
where they meet the definition of VENM, in accordance with the Protection of the Environment 
(Operations) Act 1997.  To facilitate the re-use of VENM materials, a VENM assessment and 
certification will need to be prepared. 

Weathering of building structures. 

Asbestos was observed during the site walkover on various building structures including eaves and 
outhouse sheds. During the site walkover, several fragments of asbestos were observed on top of the 
soil strip on the northern length of 5 Station Street. Lead paint was potentially used on building 
surfaces up until circa 1980. Flaking of paint was observed in multiple locations.  Following from this, 
there is a high probability of contamination of surface soils resulting from these sources.  

A Phase 2 contamination assessment should be carried out to assess near surface soils which may 
have been contaminated by the weathering of building structures with asbestos and lead.  

Pesticide use 

Given the age of the buildings, pesticides may have been applied to soils in the past.  Residual 
pesticide chemicals (OCP/ OPPs) are likely to affect surface soils.  Given this, the Phase 2 
contamination assessment should also assess the extent and level of pesticides in surface soils. 

As the proposed development will involve excavation of the majority of surface soils, results of the 
investigation should also be used to classify the material in accordance with the NSW EPA (2014) 
‘Waste Classification Guidelines, Part 1: Classifying Waste’, to facilitate landfill of excavated 
materials. 

Assessment of the suitability of the site for the proposed redevelopment was undertaken with 
reference to the decision making process presented as Figure 1 in Section 3 of Managing Land 
Contamination, Planning Guidelines: SEPP 55 – Remediation of Land (DUAP, 1998), which has been 
reproduced herein as Figure 6.1. 
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Figure 6.1: Decision Process for Assessment of Site Su itability  (source: DUAP, 1998) 

 

Based on the findings of this Phase 1 contamination assessment, including the desktop review of 
available information and the site walkover, Coffey considers that there is the a low to medium  
potential for contamination to be present in surface soils and/ or shallow fill  as a result of historical 
land use activities.   

Coffey considers that Phase 2 contamination assessment targeting shallow soils and fill is required for 
the site, in accordance with assessment of site suitability considerations conforming with SEPP 55 - 
Managing Land Contamination Planning Guidelines (DUAP, 1998) and applicable environmental 
guidelines.  

On the basis of this initial assessment, we consider that the site can be made suitable for the 
proposed redevelopment from a contamination perspective with appropriate intrusive site 
investigation.  Removal of contamination, if confirmed by assessment, will generally be facilitated by 
excavation required for development.  Therefore, Phase 2 contamination assessment should include 
waste classification of soils in accordance with the NSW EPA (2014) ‘Waste Classification Guidelines, 
Part 1: Classifying Waste’, as well as VENM certification (if required).  
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7. Limitations 
Limited information is available on the early history of the site and therefore, some site activities may 
not have been identified.  Allowances for uncertainties and potential unexpected finds should be 
made during planning and development phases. 

In preparing this report, Coffey has relied on information in reports made available to Coffey by the 
client and prepared by other consultants.  Coffey has assumed that these consultants performed the 
scope of works in general accordance with standard industry procedures and guidance materials at 
the time and that the information is suitable. 

We draw your attention to the attached sheet titled "Important Information about your Coffey 
Environmental Report" which must be read in conjunction with this report. 

8. References 
DUAP (1998). Managing Land Contamination, Planning Guidelines: SEPP 55 – Remediation of Land. 
Dapartment of Urban Affairs and Planning / Environment Protection Authority. 

NEPC (2013). National Environmental Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) amended 2013. 
National Environment Protection Council. 

NSW OEH. (2011). Contaminated Sites: Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on Contaminated Sites. 
NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
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Introduction 

This report has been prepared by Coffey for you, as 
Coffey’s client, in accordance with our agreed 
purpose, scope, schedule and budget.   

The report has been prepared using accepted 
procedures and practices of the consulting profession 
at the time it was prepared, and the opinions, 
recommendations and conclusions set out in the 
report are made in accordance with generally 
accepted principles and practices of that profession. 

The report is based on  information gained from 
environmental conditions (including assessment of 
some or all of soil, groundwater, vapour and surface 
water) and supplemented by reported data of the 
local area and professional experience.  Assessment 
has been scoped with consideration to industry 
standards, regulations, guidelines and your specific 
requirements, including budget and timing. The 
characterisation of site conditions is an interpretation 
of information collected during assessment, in 
accordance with industry practice, 

 This interpretation is not a complete description of all 
material on or in the vicinity of the site, due to the 
inherent variation in spatial and temporal patterns of 
contaminant presence and impact in the natural 
environment.  Coffey may have also relied on data 
and other information provided by you and other 
qualified individuals in preparing this report. Coffey 
has not verified the accuracy or completeness of 
such data or information except as otherwise stated 
in the report.  For these reasons the report must be 
regarded as interpretative, in accordance with 
industry standards and practice, rather than being a 
definitive record.  

Your report has been written for a specific 
purpose 

Your report has been developed for a specific 
purpose as agreed by us and applies only to the site 
or area investigated. Unless otherwise stated in the 
report, this report cannot be applied to an adjacent 
site or area, nor can it be used when the nature of the 
specific purpose changes from that which we agreed.  

For each purpose, a tailored approach to the 
assessment of potential soil and groundwater 
contamination is required. In most cases, a key 
objective is to identify, and if possible quantify, risks 
that both recognised and potential contamination 
pose in the context of the agreed purpose. Such risks 
may be financial (for example, clean up costs or 
constraints on site use) and/or physical (for example, 
potential health risks to users of the site or the 
general public). 

 

Limitations of the Report 

The work was conducted, and the report has been 
prepared, in response to an agreed purpose and 
scope, within time and budgetary constraints, and in 
reliance on certain data and information made 
available to Coffey. 

The analyses, evaluations, opinions and conclusions 
presented in this report are based on that purpose 
and scope, requirements, data or information, and 
they could change if such requirements or data are 
inaccurate or incomplete. 

This report is valid as of the date of preparation. The 
condition of the site (including subsurface conditions) 
and extent or nature of contamination or other 
environmental hazards can change over time, as a 
result of either natural processes or human influence. 
Coffey should be kept appraised of any such events 
and should be consulted for further investigations if 
any changes are noted, particularly during 
construction activities where excavations often reveal 
subsurface conditions. 

In addition, advancements in professional practice 
regarding contaminated land and changes in 
applicable statues and/or guidelines may affect the 
validity of this report. Consequently, the currency of 
conclusions and recommendations in this report 
should be verified if you propose to use this report 
more than 6 months after its date of issue.  

The report does not include the evaluation or 
assessment of potential geotechnical engineering 
constraints of the site.  

Interpretation of factual data 

Environmental site assessments identify actual 
conditions only at those points where samples are 
taken and on the date collected. Data derived from 
indirect field measurements, and sometimes other 
reports on the site, are interpreted by geologists, 
engineers or scientists to provide an opinion about 
overall site conditions, their likely impact with respect 
to the report purpose and recommended actions. 

Variations in soil and groundwater conditions may 
occur between test or sample locations and actual 
conditions may differ from those inferred to exist. No 
environmental assessment program, no matter how 
comprehensive, can reveal all subsurface details and 
anomalies. Similarly, no professional, no matter how 
well qualified, can reveal what is hidden by earth, 
rock or changed through time.  

The actual interface between different materials may 
be far more gradual or abrupt than assumed based 
on the facts obtained. Nothing can be done to 
change the actual site conditions which exist, but 
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steps can be taken to reduce the impact of 
unexpected conditions.  

For this reason, parties involved with land acquisition, 
management and/or redevelopment should retain the 
services of a suitably qualified and experienced 
environmental consultant through the development 
and use of the site to identify variances, conduct 
additional tests if required, and recommend solutions 
to unexpected conditions or other unrecognised 
features encountered on site. Coffey would be 
pleased to assist with any investigation or advice in 
such circumstances.  

Recommendations in this report 

This report assumes, in accordance with industry 
practice, that the site conditions recognised through 
discrete sampling are representative of actual 
conditions throughout the investigation area. 
Recommendations are based on the resulting 
interpretation. 

Should further data be obtained that differs from the 
data on which the report recommendations are based 
(such as through excavation or other additional 
assessment), then the recommendations would need 
to be reviewed and may need to be revised. 

Report for benefit of client 

Unless otherwise agreed between us, the report has 
been prepared for your benefit and no other party.  
Other parties should not rely upon the report or the 
accuracy or completeness of any recommendation 
and should make their own enquiries and obtain 
independent advice in relation to such matters.  

Coffey assumes no responsibility and will not be 
liable to any other person or organisation for, or in 
relation to, any matter dealt with or conclusions 
expressed in the report, or for any loss or damage 
suffered by any other person or organisation arising 
from matters dealt with or conclusions expressed in 
the report.  

To avoid misuse of the information presented in your 
report, we recommend that Coffey be consulted 
before the report is provided to another party who 
may not be familiar with the background and the 
purpose of the report. In particular, an environmental 
disclosure report for a property vendor may not be 
suitable for satisfying the needs of that property’s 
purchaser. This report should not be applied for any 
purpose other than that stated in the report. 

Interpretation by other professionals 

Costly problems can occur when other professionals 
develop their plans based on misinterpretations of a 
report. To help avoid misinterpretations, a suitably 
qualified and experienced environmental consultant 
should be retained to explain the implications of the 
report to other professionals referring to the report 
and then review plans and specifications produced to 
see how other professionals have incorporated the 
report findings. 

Given Coffey prepared the report and has familiarity 
with the site, Coffey is well placed to provide such 

assistance. If another party is engaged to interpret 
the recommendations of the report, there is a risk that 
the contents of the report may be misinterpreted and 
Coffey disowns any responsibility for such 
misinterpretation.  

Data should not be separated from the report 

The report as a whole presents the findings of the 
site assessment and the report should not be copied 
in part or altered in any way. Logs, figures, laboratory 
data, drawings, etc. are customarily included in our 
reports and are developed by scientists or engineers 
based on their interpretation of field logs, field testing 
and laboratory evaluation of samples. This 
information should not under any circumstances be 
redrawn for inclusion in other documents or 
separated from the report in any way. 

This report should be reproduced in full. No 
responsibility is accepted for use of any part of this 
report in any other context or for any other purpose or 
by third parties. 

Responsibility 

Environmental reporting relies on interpretation of 
factual information using professional judgement and 
opinion and has a level of uncertainty attached to it, 
which is much less exact than other design 
disciplines. This has often resulted in claims being 
lodged against consultants, which are unfounded. As 
noted earlier, the recommendations and findings set 
out in this report should only be regarded as 
interpretive and should not be taken as accurate and 
complete information about all environmental media 
at all depths and locations across the site. 
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Appendix A – Site Photographs  



 

Photograph 1. 1 Station St (centred) and 3 Station St (Right of picture), as viewed from Station Street 
West. 

 

Photograph 2. 7 Station St, looking towards 5 Station St. 



 

Photograph 3. 5 Station St, presumed asbestos eaves and paint in poor condition. 

 

Photograph 4. View of grass covered front lawns (5 station street pictured). 



 

Photograph 5. Pavers covering northern side of 5 Station Street. 

 

Photograph 6. View of soil strip on northern side of 5 Station St. 



 

Photograph 7. Presumed asbestos fragments observed on northern side soil strip of 5 Station St. 

 

Photograph 8. View of neighbouring residential properties. 



 

Photograph 9. View of Harris Park Station and Sydney Trains railway lines from Station St West. 

 

Photograph 10. Un-named laneway to the west of the site. 



 

Photograph 11. Asphalt covered car park and asbestos outhouse at 5 Station St. 

 

Photograph 12. View of car park and presumed asbestos outhouse (right) at 1 Station St. 



 

Photograph 13. View of interior at 3 Station St. 
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Appendix B – Aerial Photographs  
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Appendix C – Section 149 Certificate  
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Appendix D – Land Titles  
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